
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  
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[Editor’s note: Although KSR has elders, this excellent 
article reminds us of important principles that affect the 
relationship of a congregation with its elders – asd] 
 
If a prophet is not without honor, except in 
his own country (Mt. 13:57), then it should 
not surprise us that it is difficult for churches 
to appoint and submit to elders. While we 
may dream about qualified men moving in 
from somewhere else, reality shows us that 
elders are found by looking within the local 
congregation. 
  
Attitudes necessary for a church to properly 
follow elders do not spontaneously materialize 
on the day of appointment. That includes the 
feelings about elders in general and about the 
particular men being appointed. Proper 
attitudes must grow over time with increasing 
knowledge and confidence so that spiritual 
leadership is easily accepted. 
 
How do churches prepare for God’s design in 
church leadership? As in everything, we need 
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to understand the will and intent of the Lord 
through the scriptures and discern and apply 
those principles spiritually. Every spiritual 
failure is the result of worldly thinking and 
carnal conduct. To prepare for elders, the 
members of the church must develop 
spiritual qualities and behavior. 
  
It is God’s intent that His churches be served 
by elders (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5). So churches 
need to talk about, pray about and study 
about elders until they are properly in place. 
Churches may not appoint men who do not 
meet God’s qualifications (“A bishop then 
must be…” 1 Tim. 3:2), so by implication, 
churches can exist and function without 
elders. Such a church is handicapped – a 
spiritual body functioning without necessary 
parts. Choosing to continue without elders 
when men are available to serve is a violation 
of God’s will. A desire for a good eldership 
must be cultivated. Submission to God’s 
instruction in this matter is essential to 
faithfulness. 

“You may delay, but time will not.” 
-- Benjamin Franklin 

 

“A year from now, you may wish you had started today.” 
-- Karen Lamb 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
When Paul spoke these words, he was 

addressing Elymas the magician, a man 
who apparently had some influence with 
Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of Cyprus 
(Acts 13:4-12). Elymas was struck blind 
and the proconsul “believed, when he 

saw what had occurred.” Paul, Barnabas 
and John Mark were on the first 

missionary journey.  
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older, spiritual, servants in the church. 
[This article was originally published in Biblical Insights, Feb/2015]   
 

ONLY	  HUMAN	  
Bryan	  Matthew	  Dockens	  

 

Evading culpability for wrongdoing, the blameworthy 
defend themselves with cries of “We’re only human!” This 
common excuse implies that moral failures should be 
expected throughout the human race simply because men 
and women are not God. It is a vain attempt to shift guilt. 
 
Humanity is not, as is so often presumed, a condition of 
innate degradation. On the contrary, it is a very high 
calling. “In the day that God created man, He made him in 
the likeness of God” (Genesis 5:1). To have been formed in 
the similitude of the divine nature implies a great standard 
to live up to. To be human is to show forth the image of the 
Creator, for “God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them” (Genesis 1:27). Thus, human frailty is no 
justification for straying from God’s will. 
 
Indeed, the very purpose of human existence is the 
glorification of the one who made him.  Solomon penned, 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God 
and keep His commandments, For this is the whole duty of 
man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Paul explained to the Athenian 
philosophers, “He has made from one blood every nation of 
men… so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that 
they might grope for Him and find Him” (Acts 17:26-
27).  Since man was made for intimacy with and 
submission to the Almighty, it hardly follows that being 
human should necessitate godlessness. 
[From Sound Doctrine, Vol. 9, Issue 62] 
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God’s kingdom is a monarchy with Christ as 
King, Lord and Head in His church. His 
authority is absolute - His word is final. That 
word is revealed through apostles and 
prophets, proclaimed by evangelists, pastors 
and teachers (Eph. 4:11-13). With or without 
elders, the church is not a democracy and it is 
not led by a representative body. In every age 
God’s people have been led by the older, wiser 
men who, by His word, represent God, not the 
people – Fathers in the age of the patriarchs – 
Elders in the days of Moses and Israel – Elders 
in the Lord’s church. One danger of the 
business meeting is that it might teach us to 
value and protect the idea of every person 
having a voice, everybody has a right to be 
heard, and the majority decides. Such a model 
is not preparing us to yield to the older, follow 
the wiser, or trust the spiritual. Even in our 
necessary meetings to make decisions about 
our work in the Lord (without elders), we need 
to begin thinking in terms of following 
spiritual shepherds rather than a democratic 
model.   
 
If you can’t trust your elders, who can you 
trust? Love “bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things…” (1 Cor. 
13:8). Do we optimistically believe in our 
elders? The sheep are willing to follow the 
shepherd because they know his voice – they 
know him (John 10:1-6). A shared history and 
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a mutual love serve as a basis for optimism and 
trust. Elders cannot lead and will not even be 
appointed where jealousy and suspicion 
flourish. Worldly wisdom teaches: “A preacher 
should not be an elder because then he will be 
voting on his own salary.” Carnal thinking 
suggests that there must always be an odd 
number of elders so there will be a tiebreaker in 
a vote. Suspicion says that “the elders can’t all 
be brothers because then you have one family 
running the church.” Principles of the world 
are not needed as safeguards or checks and 
balances in the Lord’s church. The spiritual 
principles of the gospel protect the church from 
these fears and suspicions. We must not fear an 
elder or eldership because of worldly attitudes 
about each other. God’s qualifications for elders 
provide a strong foundation for trust. To 
prepare for elders, let us trust one another. 
 
The only power an elder possesses to rule and 
lead a congregation is the willing submission of 
each member of the church. Just as a husband 
has no power to compel his wife to submit and 
obey, an eldership cannot make a church or 
church member do anything. The Lord’s 
direction compels the wife and the church to 
submit, but the husband and the elder cannot 
force obedience. The power of the shepherd is 
the investment of trust and love the sheep have 
placed in him. His appointment is the product of 
that trust and love. If a church really wants elders, it 
needs to nurture a love for and confidence in the 

	  
To whom were these words addressed: “You son of the devil, you enemy 

of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making 
crooked the straight paths of the Lord” (ESV)? 

 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

Was	  “cutting	  off	  the	  prophets	  of	  the	  Lord”:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

Hid	  100	  prophets	  of	  the	  Lord	  in	  caves:	  	   	   	   	   	  	  

Elijah’s	  challenge	  to	  Israel:	  	   	   	   	   	  

Areas	  in	  which	  we	  cannot	  afford	  to	  “limp	  between	  two	  opinions”:	  

1.	  	  Between	  	   	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	  Between	  	   	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	  Between	  	   	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

4.	  	  Between	  	   	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

5.	  	  Between	  	   	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Baal	  was	  a	  god	  of	  	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   .	  God	  
showed	  His	  superiority	  with	  a	  	   	   	   	   .	  

Elijah	  required	  	   	   	   	  on	  the	  part	  of	  those	  who	  were	  convinced	  
that	  Jehovah	  was	  God.	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Two Opinions 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

And	  Elijah	  came	  near	  to	  all	  the	  people	  and	  said,	  “How	  long	  will	  you	  
go	  	   	   	   	   	  between	  two	  different	  	   	   	   	   ?	  If	  the	  	   	   	  is	  
	   	   	   ,	  follow	  him;	  but	  if	  	   	   	   ,	  then	  follow	  him.”	  And	  the	  

people	  did	  not	  answer	  him	  a	  word.	  	  
-‐-‐	  1	  Kings	  	   	   ;	  ESV	  	  

	  


